Supplementary Table 2. Reasons for study exclusion

Studies Reason for exclusion
Garg 2009 * This study is not an RCT.
Kim 2015 ° This RCT compared alpha hydroxy acids plus an additional

physical treatment with alpha hydroxy acids alone.

Lee 2006 ° This study is not an RCT.

Lekakh 2015 * This study compared chemical peel and the combination of laser
and chemical peel.

Nofal 2014 ° This study appears to be not an RCT because of the significant
difference between the method section and the abstract about
the randomization. And there is no reply from the authors to
clarify this inconsistency.

Sharad 2011 ° This study is not an RCT

Wang 1997 This study is not an RCT

RCT: randomized controlled trial.
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